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"What's Your Plan" 

 

 There is a story told by the famous Renaissance scholar Erasmus about Jesus’ returning 

to heaven after his time on earth.  The angles gather round Him to learn what all happened 

during His days on earth.  Jesus tells them of the miracles, His teachings, His death on the 

cross, and His resurrection. 

 When he finishes His story, Michael the Archangel asks Jesus, "But what happens now?" 

Jesus answers, " I have left behind eleven faithful disciples and a handful of men and women 

who have faithfully followed me.  They will decide My message and express My love.  These 

faithful people will build my church." "But," responds Michael, "What if these people fail? What 

then is Your other plan?" Jesus answers, "I have no other plan!"  

 You know,  this story got me to thinking.  Jesus is counting on you and on me to do His 

will while we can; to help build His Church.  We are not alone.  The Good News is that the Holy 

Spirit is here to melt us, mold us, fill us, and use us.  It is summertime, and thank God, many 

are now out and about enjoying new freedoms following indoor stays because of Covid-19.  

This is as it should be, but let us remember that our activity should always include the Lord's 

Church.  Many of our members and friends are finding their way back to fellowship we share 

in Christ.  Let us enjoy our "get-a-way" time with family and friends.  However can't we 

"seriously plan" to include Sunset Drive Church in our summer and fall activity?  We are ready 

for you to worship, fellowship (protectively), and prepare for full church school teaching.  

School bells will be ringing before too long for our young ones to return to class.  Our Church 

Bell rings at Sunset Drive each Sunday beckoning all of us to be Jesus' faithful disciples.  Come 

on Home and together help us to continue Jesus' Plan to build His Church and minister to His 

Word! Hope to see you soon.  

                                                                                           Pastor Tom 

 

Upcoming Church Events 

• August Newsletter Deadline:  Tuesday, August 24th .  Please have all 

information to church office.  

 

Month Newsletter 

Do you have any suggestions or ideas for information you would like to see in the month 

Newsletter.  Please contact the church office at office@sunsetdriveumc.com. 



Keep current with News & Events              submitted by Barry Davis  
 

A friendly reminder that you can find an up-to-date calendar, bulletins, sermons, newsletters, 

upcoming events and online giving information on our website.  Please take a few minutes 

and browse the site to see what’s there.  You’ll be surprised at how much information is right 

at your fingertips.  

 

If you have any comments or suggestions about how we can improve our website or our 

Facebook page, please feel free to contact me at barry8360@yahoo.com 

 

 Our website: https://www.sunsetdriveumc.com 

 Our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/sunsetdriveumc 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        submitted by Bev Thompson 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry had to suspend their 

knitting get-togethers during the pandemic. Now 

that the VAUMC has eased up their COVID-19  

restrictions, some folks are interested in dusting the 

cobwebs off their knitting needles and wrapping yarn 

around them once again. Anyone can participate, no 

experience required. Needles, yarn, lessons and 

laughs are all supplied. Over the years, the Prayer 

Shawl Ministry has reached out to many of our own church members as well as to our 

extended family and friends. If you are interested in becoming a part of the Ministry, please let 

us know. Thank you 

 

Prayer List 

 
Our Church Family …                       Our Extended Family …             

Doris Emswiler 

Phyllis Fidler 

Virgil and Rosemary Mumaw 

Steve Rhodes  

Richard and Kathy Sharpe  

 

Prayers for Our Military Families 

 
  Will Freds: U.S Army (son-in- law of CW and Peggy Grandle) 

Mark Long: U.S Navy (son of Dawn Long) 

Chris Mullenax: U.S Army Special Forces 

Richard Ruley: US Air Force (great nephew of Michael and Esther Malloy) 
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Hygiene Closet        submitted by Lacey Roberts 
 

We are helping a teacher at JCMES start a Hygiene Closet here at school. We will be collecting 

items starting next week for students in need at the school. There will be a box placed in the 

Narthex but if you have any questions, please contact Lacey Roberts or Jodi Clarke. The list of 

the items needed are on the bulletin board or on the flyers in the Narthex.  Thank you, and 

thanks for donating to such a special cause at our local elementary school. 

 

2021Charge Conference 
 

Sunset Drive UMC 2021 Charge Conference will be Monday, September 27th  at 7pm.  The 

conference will be held via zoom.  The zoom link will be available closer to the date for those 

who would like to attend.  All reports must be turned in to Lisa by Tuesday, September 14th .  

We know that most groups have not met since 2019-2020 due to COVID restrictions so just 

turn in a report in with the information you do have.  

  

Church Secretary Vacation 
 

Lisa, the church secretary, will be out of the office: On Thursday, August 12th.   

 

Lisa will also be out on the office on vacation the week of September 5th through September 

11th. 

The bulletin for Sunday, September 12th   will be completed on Thursday, September 2nd.   

Please have all information for September 12th  bulletin to the church office by Thursday 

September 2nd at 10 am. 

 

Children's Group       submitted by Erica Kann 

 

As the end of summer vacation is upon us, I would like to get some events/dates in front of 

you. 

 

Wednesday, August 11 - 6:30 - 8:00PM  

Mini VBS - Lesson, Music, and Games (Pre-K through Middle School) 

Please complete the registration/volunteer form by Wednesday, August 4th 

 https://forms.gle/PeoTHs1ypam14DT56 

 

Sunday, September 5 - 9:00 - 9:45AM 

Sunday School for children will return. Please take a moment to complete the following 

survey. 2021 Interest - Google Forms 

 

Sunday, September 26 or Oct 3 - TBD 

Sunset Drive Fall Festival - More details to follow. 

 

https://forms.gle/PeoTHs1ypam14DT56
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1BUyVu4pwfvKCuO6NufwkP5TPJm6Tf4dkjmMn7L4hUck/edit


Finance Committee            submitted by Dennis Turner 

 

The Pew Cushions Are Back and other Financial Matters 

  

On July 25th Pastor Murphy returned to the pulpit from a short illness and hospital stay 

and the same Sunday the Pew Cushions also returned.   Coincidence?   I know not, 

however, I’m thankful for both. 

  

The Pew Cushions are just one of the many pre-pandemic things I’ve noticed recently that 

have returned to sort-of-normal.  ‘Talking to friends after Service’ is a real gem that I have 

missed and that I am pleased to take advantage of.  Also, while there is no children’s time at 

the altar, I happened to pass the nursery after Service one Sunday and just stopped and 

listened – what a treat to see and hear!  I encourage others to also pass by before 

leaving.  And, Sunday by Sunday, the pews are filling – Thank the Lord!  I pray, as we all do, 

that this latest COVID variant will soon run its course so we can continue our rebound. 

  

Speaking of pre-pandemic things, Charge Conference has been announced for September 

27th and materials must be submitted by September 14th.  For the Finance Committee, that 

means Budget Work.  Committee Chairs will receive emails early in August asking for input; 

the Finance Committee and Church Council must approve the 2022 Budget in August for 

submission by September 14.  Some things get back to normal too fast! 

           

We have been Blessed that Sunset Drive Finances have been remarkably steady during the 

COVID pandemic.  Expenses have been lower due to decreased activity and income has been 

steady, although also lower.  Through July, we have received income of $97,300 and incurred 

expenses of $100,086 for an overall loss of ($2,786).  It would have been worse without the 

nearly $4000 profit from our two chicken BBQs!  Back in 2020, through July, we had incurred a 

positive balance of $8,027.  So, many of us are hopeful and praying the bits and pieces of 

back-to-normal things we’re seeing are foretelling the energy and enthusiasm we have seen 

at Sunset Drive in the past which will indeed have a positive impact on our financials.  That’s 

why Pew Cushions Are Back is a Finance Committee issue! 

  

July 2021 Financials will be posted this Sunday on the bulletin board in the hallway – just past 

the noisy nursery.    Anyone having comments or concerns, please contact me.   

Dennis Turner 

Finance Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Happy Birthday 

 

August 

4   Zane Turner 

5   Erika Dick, Dot Gladden, Huck Kann 

7   Helen Thomas, Andy Haviland 

8   Tanner Fulk,  Brian Powell, Luke and Daniel Boller 

9   Kay Bowman 

10  Joanna Thompson 

12  Joan Shifflett 

17  John Crist 

18  Tom Hoover, Doris Emswiler 

19  Eva Rellins 

20  Norma Lee, Craig Hoover, Terri Hoover 

24  Ashley Hoover, Ollie Roberts 

28  Alan Laughlin,  Eli Flora 

31  Lee Andes 

 

Happy Anniversary 

 

August 

1 Wayne and Donna Arbogast, Ronnie and Donna Belle Dove 

4 Kyle and Meghan Flora 

5 Lowell and Sandy Turner, Scott and Becky Harris 

 9 Tim and Shelia Proctor 

 17 George and Janet Hadley 

 20 Tim and Robin Turner 

 21 Tom and Dreanna Murphy 

 25 Michael and Shelley Ellington 

 31 Grant and Maureen Holsinger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Happy Birthday 
 

September 

 

1  Tammy Jordan, Matt Krantz, Mildred (Lucille)  Jacksie 

3  Anna Showalter 

4  Ben Jones 

5  Jody Turner 

7  Kathryne Haviland 

8  Dreanna Murphy 

11  Dixie Miller 

12  Sadie Kann 

13  Doug Harpine 

16  Lindsey White 

18  Shannon Rellins, Scott Murray 

23  Amy Hoover, DD Sellers, Kathy Turner 

25  Dave Peoples 

26  Allison Hawkins, Pam Dowrey, Peggy Packard 

28  Eli Flora 

29  Don Rellins 

30  Wayne Arbogast, Jean Thomas 

 

Happy Anniversary 

 

September 

   9 Jeremy and Tonya Turner 

 11 John and Peggy Packard 

 15 Fred and Sue Olson 

 17 Richard and Kathy Sharpe 

 22 Kris and Erica Kann 

 23 Jeff and Ashley Formica 

 25 Jeff and Laura Deavers  

 29 Matt and Sharon Krantz 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please color and return to Sunset Drive.  We will have to coloring pages displayed on the 

bulletin board in the narthex.  Watch for new coloring or activity pages next month 

Newsletter.   
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