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So You Are Thinking
About Having Y our
| nfant/Child Baptized?

Here You Will Find What We Believe,
Why We Believe and Practice It
As United Methodists

By Bass Mitchdl |l




| nt roducti on

Since you are reading this
infant/child
baptism you nust have an

bookl et on

interest in the topic. Most
likely it is because you have
guestions about or perhaps
you are considering it for
your children.

Thi s booklet is a resource
that mght help you answer

() sone of your

questi ons and

T:r address sone of your
concerns about

infant baptism It will seek

to show t he neani ng of infant
baptism and why it is a part
of many churches today.

It is strongly suggested
that you read and discuss it
with your spouse. Also, you
shoul d arrange a neeting with
your mnister to discuss this
and ask any further questions
you may have. There is a
space provided at the end of
the booklet for you to jot

down questions or anything

you would like to ask your
m ni ster when you neet.

W wll neet with our
past or:
Dat e

Her e write down any
guestions you may w sh to ask
your mnister or any thing

you mi ght wi sh to explore.



We Believe in
Bapti zing Children
Soneone allegedly asked

Mark Twain, “Do you believe

in infant baptisn®?” He is
sai d to have responded,
“Believe in it? |'ve SEEN

it!

We United Methodists have
seen infant baptism and we
believe it. Why?

United Methodists
are not the only
ones who do.

Cat hol i cs,

Presbyteri ans,

Lut herans, Anglicans, United
Church of Chri st

others do as well. It has

and many

been a practice of the church
for many centuries. So it’'s
not sonething we created
our sel ves.

John Wesl ey, who we see as
t he founder of the Methodi st
Chur ch
Church of

Angl i can

bel onged to t he
England - the
Chur ch

bei ng a good

Wesl ey,
Angl i can,
practiced infant baptism So
this practice cane over into

our church from this

tradition. But that tradition
was based on nuch ol der ones
back to the early church and
bi blical teachings, as well
as our understanding of key
Christian doctrines i ke

grace.

What About the Bible?

Some point out that we are
not tol d in t he Bi bl e
specifically to bapti ze
children. That is true. But
there is also
no bi bl'i cal
t ext t hat
prohi bits It.
VWhat we do know
IS t hat

according to Jew sh
authorities it was common
practice to bapti ze
prosel ytes (converts to
Judai sm and t hen
Christianity) and their

children when they enbraced
the religion of Israel or the
Church. So we see in the Book
of Acts whole famlies Ilike
t hat of t he Phi |l i ppi an
jailer, Lydia, and Cornelius

were baptized and surely
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chi l dren must have been
included in that. W do know

t hat from early church
fathers 1like Justin Martyr
and Irenaeus that children
wer e bei ng i ncl uded in

baptism So it has been a
practice for a long tine.

I think one key passage is
the one where the disciples
think that Jesus is too busy
bothered by little

children whose parents have

to be

brought themto

be bl essed by
Jesus. But
Jesus

r ebukes

his disciples and says, "Let
the little children come unto
me, for such is the kingdom
of heaven."” In other words,
the kingdom is for children
too! They are also included

in God's famly.

i AL

Whenever | hear this story, |
think about a little four

year old girl who canme wth

her parents for Conmunion.
=7 They woul d
kneel and
hol d out

t heir hands,
and so woul d
she; and the
not her woul d
put t he

child's

hands down, because she was

too young to receive. One
Sunday, the sane scenario
presented itself, when the
little girl stood up on the
conmmuni on kneeler, and said
in a very loud voice, "But I
want Jesus, TOO" And from
that time on she received
Jesus through the Conmuni on.
Children need and want
Jesus too. And on that day so
| ong ago, he enbraced t hem and
bl essed them In Baptism
Christ continues to enbrace
chil dren, bl essi ng t hem
maki ng them wi t hout any doubt
a part of God's famly. Every

child that’'s born is born
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into a famly of sone kind.
When infants are baptized, it
is a way of affirmng that
they are born into God's
famly.

There are other biblical
precedents for this. In the
Bible we read about the rite
of circuncision that was
perfornmed on infant mles at
ei ght days old. Circuntision
was a way of show ng that
they, too, were a part of
God’s people, heirs to the
covenant and prom ses of God
t hr oughout hi story. So
before they could conprehend
it, t hey wer e i ncl uded.
Baptism IS a ki nd of
Christian circunctision. It is
a way of showi ng and saying
to little ones both male and
female that they are |oved
and adopted by God into God’ s
famly.

I like these words from

the Baptism of a child
[iturgy of t he Uniting
Chur ch

Little child, for you

Jesus Christ has cone, has
lived, has suffered; for you

he has endured the agony of
Get hsemane and the darkness
of Calvary; for you, he has
uttered the cry, "t IS
accomplished!" For vyou, he
has triunphed over death; for
you, he prays at God's right
hand, all for you, little
child, even though you do not
know it.

It's Really About Grace
But the greatest reason we
bapti ze i nfants i's our
under st andi ng of God’ s grace.
Not hing, for wus, shows the
true
nature of
God’ s
grace
better

than this

sacr ed
act. You
God’ s

unnerited, unearned favor and

see, grace i's

|l ove. W& can do nothing to
earn it or deserve it.
Infants represent this so
clearly - for they have done
not hi ng and can do nothing to
earn what’'s being done to
them and for them To baptize

themis a rem nder to us that



all our lives, even before we
know who we are or who God
is, we are surrounded by the
grace and | ove of God. So the
bapti sm of infants puts the
enphasis on God, what God
does, not on what we do, for
we can do nothing to earn
God’ s grace. God has al ready
gi ven it. Bapti sm rmakes

infants of us all.

But Shoul dn't They
Be O d Enough?
But shouldn’t they be old
enough to understand what’s
going on and make this

deci sion for thensel ves?

I grew up in a
denom nation that bel i eved
this. It’'s of ten cal | ed
“believer’s baptism” In
fact, | was not baptized as
an infant but when | was

about 12 years ol d.

Does this nmean that God’ s
grace could not and was not
working in ny life until |
coul d bel i eve it or
understand it?

To the

grace surrounded ne even

contrary, God’ s

bef ore I was born and
af t erwar ds t hr ough | ovi ng
parents,

gr andparents,

fam |y, friends,

teachers who | oved
me and who began to show ne
God’s |love, preparing nme to
be able to respond to that
| ove and grace.

I do not wunderstand air.

But it has surrounded ne

since | was born. It has
filled nmy lungs each second
and enabled nme to live.
Whet her | understand it or
not, whether | admt it or
not, | amgreatly indebted to
air.

God’s grace is like the
air. It surrounds us. W
cannot escape it.

VWhen we are created, that
is the grace of God.

VWhen we took in that first
breath of air and each one
af t erwards, that’'s God’ s
grace.

When our parents and
grandparents |love us, that’s
God’s grace working through

themin us.



When we grow, eat, play,
wor K, | ove, di scover a
t al ent, learn right from
wrong, or learn new things,
all is due to God s grace.
For what have we done or

could we do to deserve life

and al | it’'s bl essi ngs?
Not hi ng!
Every second of our lives

we are surrounded by God's
grace and are beneficiaries
of it. W can ignore it, fai
to acknow edge it, but it
i mpacts our lives anyway.
God’ s
powerful, so nuch a part of

grace i's SO

our lives that it 1is not
dependent upon our
understanding of it or our
acknow edgrment of it.

If we cannot be baptized
until we understand baptism
t hen perhaps none of us could
ever be baptized. | certainly
did not understand it at age
12. I1"m not sure | understand
it today, at |east not fully.
| do not think | wll ever
fully conprehend it.

And i f
dependent upon our

bapti sm i's

under st andi ng, t hen coul d
mentally challenged persons
ever be baptized? But doesn’t
God love them too, accept
them as surely as any of us?
Many of you have chil dren,
grandchi | dren, ni eces and
nephews. You | ove them don’t
you? But do they understand
your |love? Do they appreciate
it and acknow edge it all the
time? So why |ove then? Wy
not wait unti | they can
under stand you |l ove them and
respond wth appreciation?
Because that’s not Ilove, is
It? Love

I doesn’ t
| have to
be
. X ear ned.
Y %5, T r It can't
be. You

j ust

| ove t hem anyway, and
hopefully one day they wll
under st and this and
appreciate it and give |ove
back and to others. How nuch
nore is God's love for us!
God just keeps on |oving us,

even t hough we do not
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under st and this | ove and

certainly do not always show

appreci ation, in the hope
t hat sonmeday we wi ||
understand and will respond.

We believe God' s grace is
beyond full understandi ng and
is not dependent upon our
(thank God).

When a little baby needs a

under st andi ng

bath, you don’t ask himif he
wants one or understands the
concept of shanpoo and soap

do you? You bat he him and one
day he wll wunderstand. In
i nfant bapti sm God washes us
clean. And hopefully we w |
grow to better understand
t hat .

We baptize infants because
we place great enphasis on
God’ s grace, not our actions
or our beliefs or our
under st andi ng. Even before we
were born, before we are able
to believe, God' s grace is
actively wor ki ng in our

lives. Baptism of infants

vividly shows that.

Confirmati on

But our response, our
bel i ef i's al so very
i nportant.

United Methodists, as do
nost denom nati ons t hat

practice infant baptism have
sonet hi ng
cal | ed
“confirmation.”
Confirmation is
when a person
(often an ol der
child but
sonetinmes an adult) who was
baptized as a child takes a
series of classes on what it
means to be a Christian. Then
the person “confirns” or
acknowl edges and accepts that
for himself or herself. It’s
really a way of affirm ng al
that their baptism nmeant and
still means for their lives.
You could say it this way.
| was born into a certain
famly - the Mtchell Famly.
| had no say so in that. It’'s

just the way things are. |

was | oved, nurtured,
corrected, treated I|ike a
Mtchell. In time | had to
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make a deci si on about whet her
or not | would accept or
confirm t he val ues and
beliefs of that

which | was born. |

famly in
could
even, if | chose, reject that
famly and separate nyself
from it
(though in
very real
ways I

woul d
Mtchell).
Li kewi se, in infant

al ways be a

bapti sm
we are born into God's famly
and treated and nurtured as a
child of God. In confirmation
we confirmfor ourselves that
famly - with its values and
beliefs, we make them our own

or we can reject them

But | et me add that
confirmation, |ike baptism
is still nore a beginning

Martin

said once that

t han ending. Lut her
baptism is
sonet hi ng we do in church one
day, but it takes the rest of
fulfill. I

believe that. Each day of our

our lives to

lives we need to confirm our

baptism grow in grace and

know edge of God. So
baptism confirmation, these
are not just one tinme events,

t hey are ongoi ng experiences

t hat we wil | seek to
understand and |ive out all
our lives.

But They Won't Renenber It

Let nme address sonething
el se. One of the argunents |
often hear against infant
baptism is that the infant
cannot renmenber it.

How many of you renmenber
bei ng born? What? No one? Me
either. But we are still
living, still enjoying the
benefits of being born, of

being alive. Though infants

may not remenber their
baptismal birth into God' s
fam |y, t hey are still
living, still able to enjoy

t he bl essings of that birth.

| have here a picture of
mysel f soon after | was born.
Handsonme young | ad, woul dn’t
you say? My parents showed ne
this picture and others Ilike
it, telling me the story

about my own birth, how sick
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| was, how they thought they
m ght | ose ne, how they
prayed for nme, and then how I
got better and how they gave
thanks to God. | do not
remenber any of that, but
through their stories and
pictures | could renenber it
in a way. It becane real to
me.

My friend Stephen gave the
best response to that | have
ever heard:

One of our shut-ins tal ked
to me during a visit about

her
bapti sm
She went

into

det ai |

about what
wearing, how the church was

peopl e wer e
decor at ed, the nunber of
persons in attendance. I
assunmed she had been baptized
as an older child or even an
adult. VWhen | made a remark
to that effect Eleanor said,
“"No, |I was only a few nonths
ol d. But ny parents, ny
Godparents and other church

menbers told me about ny

baptism so often that I
‘remenber' it now." | would
argue that Eleanor's nmenory
of her baptism a nmenory
given to her as a gift by
those who presented her to
the Lord that day, are as
strong, as vivid and as

meani ngful as that of soneone

who was bapti zed as an
adol escent or an adul t .
Menory of t he per sonal

"experience" of baptism is
not nearly as inportant as
one's appropriation of the
i nportance of baptism for
daily life...

One of the things |I try to
do when children are baptized
is mke sure there are lots
of pictures taken and even a
video made if possible. These
are then later used to show
and teach the children who

they are and what this neans.

Ot her Concerns
The Parents. First, there
is sonething about infant
bapti sm t hat bot hers
ne...parents who wi sh to have

their children baptized but
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who t hemsel ves l ack
commtnment to Christ or the
determnation to truly rear
their children as Christians.
I nfant baptism has becone
just a social event that
| ooks good in the baby photo
al bum | tell parents who
are thinking about this for
their child that they are
giving their child to Chri st
and promsing to rear the
child as a child of God. Sone
of them | ook quite surprised

at hearing that.

The Church. Second, when a
child is baptized, it’s not
just the parents who are
promsing to rear the child

as a Christian. Read the

bapti smal ceremony in the
United Met hodi st Hymmal (page
8. It has a portion for us

to affirm our responsibility
for hel ping nurture children.
For we, too, in a spiritual
sense become their parents.
Do we provide the kind of
support and nurture they and

their parents need?

A Conmmon M sunder st andi ng.

Thi rd, it is a frequent
m sunder st andi ng t hat because
United Methodists practice
infant baptism we do not

practice bapti sm on
confession of faith. That’'s
not true. We encourage and
wel come any person at any

time to make a confession of

faith in Christ and that
person wll be baptized. In
fact, we wll even baptize

them in whatever nmanner they
wi sh - from sprinkling,
pouring, or i mrersion.

So we practice...

I nfant Baptism

Baptism--> nurture --> faith
(confirmation) - Discipleship

and
Bel i ever/adult baptism

Nurture --> faith --> baptism
-->Di sci pl eship

Both cone out to the sane

end - discipleship!

Fourt h,

condem our

No Condemnati on.
we do not
brothers and sisters who nay

bel i eve and practice baptism
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differently than we do. It is
one and the sanme baptism and
one and the same Spirit at
work in all of us. We are in
the same famly - God’'s

famly.

Concl usi on

I have come to |ove
bapti zing infants - and w sh
nmore of you would provide
some nore infants for us -
(this got a host of giggles,
especially from the w dows)
because it speaks SO
powerfully to me of the grace
of God, that even little
hel pl ess newborns are | oved,
cherished, accepted as God’ s
own children even before they
can even say the word “God.”
But then it’s up to nme, to
you as the community of
faith, and to their parents
to see to it that they learn
to say “God” and | ove God and
serve God, and confirm in
their own hearts and hear
with their ears that they,
too, are the beloved children
of God with whom God is wel

pl eased.

In the United Methodist
Book of Worship there is a
song we sing when a child is
baptized. | think it says
well what |’ve tried to say,

“God Clai nms You”

Little child, God clains you
God hel ps you, protects you,
and | oves you, too.

We this day do all agree

A child of God you'll always
be.

Little child, God clains you
God hel ps you, protects you,
and | oves you, too.

We your famly | ove you so,
We vow to help your faith to
gr ow.

Little child, God clains you
God hel ps you, protects you,
and | oves you, too.

We are here to say this day
That we will help you on your
way.

Little child, God clainms you

God hel ps you, protects you,
and | oves you, too.

And if you should tire or cry
Then we wll sing this
[ ul I aby.

Little child, God clainms you
God hel ps you, protects you,
and | oves you, too.
---Stanley M Fare




